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From you Sounded out the word of the Lord … In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad… I Thes. 1:8
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He Giveth and He Taketh Away.

The following claimed (we cannot vouchsafe its veracity) true story was forwarded by someone to a Mission Committee member. It is reprinted here to encourage prayer-partners and because of its relevance to what happened between mid-July and mid-August as covered by the last issue of The ECHOS.

A missionary on furlough told this true story while visiting his home church in Michigan. 

"While serving at a small field hospital in Africa, every two weeks I travelled by bicycle through the jungle to a nearby city for supplies. This was a journey of two days and required camping overnight at the halfway point. On one of these journeys, I arrived in the city where I planned to collect money from a bank, purchase medicine and supplies, and then begin my two-day journey back to the field hospital. Upon arrival in the city, I observed two men fighting, one of whom had been seriously injured. I treated him for his injuries and at the same time talked to him about the Lord. I then travelled two days, camping overnight, and arrived home without incident. Two weeks later I repeated my journey. Upon arriving in the city, I was approached by the young man I had treated. He told me that he had known I carried money and medicines. He said, ‘Some friends and I followed you into the jungle, knowing you would camp overnight. We planned to kill you and take your money and drugs. But just as we were about to move into your camp, we saw that you were surrounded by 26-armed guards.’ 

At this, I laughed and said that I was certainly all alone in that jungle campsite. The young man pressed the point, however, and said, 'No, sir, I was not the only person to see the guards. My five friends also saw them, and we all counted them. It was because of those guards that we were afraid and left you alone.' 

At this point in the sermon, one of the men in the congregation jumped to his feet and interrupted the missionary and asked if he could tell him the exact day this happened. The missionary told the congregation the date, and the man who interrupted told him this story: "On the night of your incident in Africa, it was morning here and I was preparing to go play golf. I was about to putt when I felt the urge to pray for you. In fact, the urging of the Lord was so strong, I called men in this church to meet with me here in the sanctuary to pray for you. Would all of those men who met with me on that day stand up?" 

The men who had met together to pray that day stood up. The missionary wasn't concerned with who they were, he was too busy counting how many men he saw.   There were 26!
[The above should remind us of Angels in the Rafters (Vol. 6 No. 3 – Feb.- April, 2003), Ed.]

----------------------

The Lord giveth the missionary back to continue serving Him because 26 of His children prayed.

The Lord taketh away an international evangelist, Dr.G.D. James (see Profile    ) though thousands throughout the circle of the earth prayed. Dr. James has been a staunch prayer-partner and supporter of The ECHOS. We are going to miss him, his personal encouragements and his positive contributions greatly.  We record our sincere and deep condolences to his family. The Lord’s comfort be their portion.

A few months before Dr. James was stricken with cancer, the family committed his long bed-ridden wife and their mother to the Lord, but the Lord chooses to give her to be with the family, while He takes Dr. James home. Now he will be there to wait for her.
Sometimes the Lord does not give or take away but He makes us pause in our footsteps. 

The Mission Night this month is learning this lesson from the Lord. 

Scheduled to report on the Development of Assemblies in Malaysia in General and those in the Klang Valley in Particular for the 20th August Mission Night, Mr. N. Thiran had a sudden heart attack at the end of July. He is a very active elder of Bangsar Gospel Centre, General Secretary of GLO Bible Training School, in addition to holding many important responsibilities. However, the Lord has caused him to pause, to rest awhile; and we are taking the cue from this incident, as it is obvious bro. Thiran cannot be present, and it is too late to invite another one. We have decided to cancel the August 20 Mission Night. We too would like to take a pause at the end of our 5th Anniversary, as we go into our 6th Anniversary in October. We thank you for your presence at past Mission Nights and prayer support for them and The ECHOS. Do continue to pray for and with us.
